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BETHLEHEM
or Rensselaer Nicoll House
Bethlehem, Albany County
New York

Owner: H.C. Dinmore.
Date of Erectiont: 1730 (north part).

Architect and Bullder: HNo reecord.

Present Condition: Good.

Number of Storieg: Two, and basement.

Materijels of Construction: BErick.

Other Fxigting Records: See text.

Additional Data: See following pages.
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"BETHLEHEM"-RENSSELAER NICOLL HOUSH (ﬂkiQ’ )
S@LﬁIRK, N. Y.
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This house stands on what originally was a

2400 acre farm, part of the West ¥anor of Rensselasrwyck.
Ths first 01ﬂ9r of record wag William Nicoll., Ipn 1718
‘his second son,Kensseluar Nicoll (1703-1778), inherited
g farm snd the original house whnich ns tors dovn in
1728, and in 1730 built what is ncw the northern vortion
of the main house, except that thers is svidonce that
this Gligllal porticn was only ftwo stories high an: had
a gablzd roof.

Ransselaer Nicoll's second child, Francis,
b”rn in 17Z8,inheritsd ths farm in 1720 and between that
ear and 1795 he extended the main portion of th= house
te the south znd raised the entirz roef to its gambral
form. The west sxtension was added in 1810, probably
for the characteristic purpcse of providing additional
‘ room a8 ths family dinerzased in slze and the cixdildren
.‘ marrisd, Hancls Nicoll and his wife occupi=d ths north
i part and his daughter, Elizabeth, who was bern in 1784,
after her marriags to daj. Richard $ill in 1788 occupliad
the south portion. Maj. S8ill came from Lyme, Conn.

Ferom 1821 to 1882 the homsgevas
sons William and John 511l and theo latter 1
the thirdaddition extending tc the west froum th
portion of the main house. [From 1883 tlhiz hous=z was often
t2nantless and in 19268 the =sntirs =state was bought by
the present owmer, Mr., H, C. Dinmor
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The mzin bullding i¢ typical of thz largs
Dutcelr farm housssof which there wers many on beth si
of the Hudson Fiver. The importec PButceh brick of w#hich
it was buil wewefirst paintsd in 1846. Ths rnressnt
coclor is Lolonlal vellow.

Herman Loth,
Author.
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